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E 2370 Spring Rock Lane
Hayden, ID 83835-8355

Tanuary 26, 2002

Attorney Creneral John Asheroft
LIS Department of Justice

950 Pennsvivania Avenue, NW
Waghington, IDC 20530

ear My, Asheroft:

The Microsoft antivrust caxe has dragged through the tederal courts {or nearly four vears
now.  Last year, a sattlemenr waa reached batween Mcrasoft and the Departient of
Justice. and that settlement s curently pending i the federal courts. Unlorwnawly,
Microsoft's opponents are currently seeking to undemune the setlement and bring
additional litigation against the Microsoft Corporation in the tederal courts. Fuvther sut
would be a waste of time and money, and T think it i in the best interest of the public to
finalize the settlement, rather than allow the federal courts to become the playground for
personal vendertas to be hashed out.

The settlement 18 by no means unfair, especially to Microsoft's competitors.  In fact, in
the interest of wrapping up the case. Microsoft has agreed fo terms and condittons that
extend to aspects of the corporation that were not found 10 be in violation ol antitrust
laws. In other words, the scttlement represents generosity on Microsoft's part. Microgofd
has agreed to refrain from refaliating against computer makers who introduce software
into the market that directlv competes with Microsolt technology.,  Microsofl has also
agreed to license the Windows operaling system o twenty of the largest computer makery
on identical terms, including price.

[ do not believe that, with a perlectly reasonuble scitfoment available, further Hitgation is
necessary. Microsofl has paid its debl to society, and it is time to move on. [ ask vou to
stupport the finalization of the settlement as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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Helen Tester

co: Senator Larry Craig
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